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There are many partners who together have made the 
Encyclopedia Project a viable one. Currently, the project 
web site is hosted by Colorado State University. 
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Dr. William Wei of the University of Colorado at Boulder 
is project editor-in-chief. The project was conceived in 
2009 and came to fruition in 2013 with a three-year 
grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, awarded to the Colorado Humanities 
organization. 
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The Colorado Encyclopedia combines ideas from several 

other web-based encyclopedias with its own design 

intended to maximize its functionality and utility for the 

general public. 

4 



Many of you are likely familiar with other projects such 
as the Encyclopedia of the Great Plains and… 
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The Canadian Encyclopedia has thousands of articles, 
many digitized from the multi-volume print 
encyclopedia.  
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The Colorado Encyclopedia does not yet have 1,000 
articles but should soon surpass that mark.  
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The home page of the Encyclopedia shows “Featured 
Articles,”  which change on a nearly daily basis. 
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The Encyclopedia is organized in two primary ways: six 
intellectual themes, within which articles are assigned 
to one of four categories. Of course, viewers interested 
in just a single article can find specific readings via the 
Search box function. 
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Although the Encyclopedia has articles about all aspects 
of the state of Colorado, a significant percentage fits 
within the Origins theme devoted to Colorado’s first 
inhabitants, their history and archaeology. 
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Each article is peer-reviewed, with a list of references, 
general readings, and links to other relevant web sites. 
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Likewise, each article features several links to other 
related articles in the Encyclopedia. 
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In addition to biographic information on each author, 
the Author pages also links to all Encyclopedia articles 
written by that individual as well as any images 
submitted by that author. 
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The Articles Map shows general locations, when 
applicable, color-coded to People, Places, Events, and 
Things. 
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However, as with the rest of the Encyclopedia, the map 
is a work in progress with a few bugs yet to be worked 
out. 
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The Timeline feature currently focuses only on the last 
2,000 years leaving out articles on the Paleoindian and 
Archaic periods for now. 
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Hyperlinks to many other educational web sites are 
included, mainly those used to build the articles in this 
Encyclopedia. 
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The “People” category primarily features biographies. 
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The “Places” category includes lists of both Native 
American Reservations & Indian Agencies, and on 
Historic & Archaeological Sites. 
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Events such as early Historic period explorations are 
included. 
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“Things” may need to be re-thought…so far 
archaeological artifact classes are not included but 
could be in the future if a “Glossary” is not added. 
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Accessibility efforts currently include audio versions of 
most articles. 
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Translations of any article into many different languages 
are easily accessed. 
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Here’s a French language translation. 
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Key personnel on the project have changed since 2013, 
but Cynthia Stout continues in her role as the primary 
“leveler” of articles. Assistant editor Nick Johnson is 
also one of the primary authors of new articles on 
Historic and Archaeological Sites, for which I continue to 
serve as a consultant. 
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Content specialists and student interns are also tasked 
with authoring new articles. 
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Current news about the Colorado Encyclopedia Project: 
 
The project received a 2017 grant from the Colorado 
State Historical Fund to support the production of 350 
new articles on historic and archaeological sites. We 
encourage anyone interested in this project to submit 
ideas for such articles. Readers are also free to 
comment on the content of any posted article. 
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With this new grant, Dr. Cynthia Stout will continue the 
process to create versions of existing articles “leveled” 
for 4th, 8th, and 10th grade readers. 
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Dr Stout will also be adding new teacher resource 
materials for these articles. 
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Examples of teacher resources are shown here. 
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Thanks for your interest! 
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